
Why the "Cheaper" Option is Costing You 
More 
There is a misconception that hardscaping is just "rocks on dirt" and 
that anyone with a shovel can do it. This belief leads homeowners to 
hire the lowest bidder or attempt a DIY weekend warrior project. 
Larkin Landscape and Design is here to tell you that this approach is a 
financial trap. Cheap hardscaping is not an asset; it is a liability that 
will drain your wallet in repairs and eventually require a total 
replacement. 

The problem lies in what you cannot see. The most important part of 
any patio or wall is the base preparation. A "cheap" quote usually 
means they are skimming on the excavation depth or using the wrong 
type of aggregate. They might skip the geotextile fabric or fail to 
compact the soil in lifts. It looks fine on the day they finish, but after 
one winter, the truth comes out. The pavers sink, the wall leans, and 
weeds take over. You end up paying twice: once for the bad job, and 
once for the professional Hardscaping Services to come in, rip it all 
out, and do it right. 

Another common myth is that all materials are created equal. They are 
not. Big-box store pavers are often thinner and less durable than the 
professional-grade materials used by reputable contractors. They are 
more likely to crack under load and fade in the sun. When you hire a 
professional, you are gaining access to commercial-grade materials 
that come with lifetime warranties. You are paying for peace of mind. 

Design errors are also costly. A poorly planned patio can cause water 
to pool against your house, leading to foundation damage and mold. A 
wall built without proper drainage pressure can collapse, creating a 
dangerous situation. These are not risks worth taking to save a few 
dollars upfront. Real value comes from doing it right the first time. 

Stop looking for the bargain and start looking for the investment. A 
high-quality hardscape adds tangible value to your home and lasts for 
decades. The "expensive" pro is actually the one saving you money in 
the long run by ensuring the job never needs to be done again. 

Don't gamble with your property. Invest in professional craftsmanship 
that stands the test of time. 
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